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Code/Special Provisions

* * * * *

A13 Bulk packagings are not authorized for 
transportation by aircraft.

* * * * *

A81 The quantity limits in columns (9A) 
and (9B) do not apply to body fluids known 
to contain or suspected of containing an 
infectious substance when transported in 
primary receptacles not exceeding 1,000 mL 
(34 ounces) and in outer packagings not ex-
ceeding 4 L (1 gallon) and packaged in ac-
cordance with § 173.196 of this subchapter. 

A82 The quantity limits in columns (9A) 
and (9B) do not apply to human or animal 
body parts, whole organs or whole bodies 
known to contain or suspected of con-
taining an infectious substance.

* * * * *

Subpart C—Shipping Papers
§ 172.200 Applicability. 

(a) Description of hazardous materials 
required. Except as otherwise provided 
in this subpart, each person who offers 
a hazardous material for transpor-
tation shall describe the hazardous ma-
terial on the shipping paper in the 
manner required by this subpart. 

(b) This subpart does not apply to 
any material, other than a hazardous 
substance, hazardous waste or marine 
pollutant, that is— 

(1) Identified by the letter ‘‘A’’ in col-
umn 1 of the § 172.101 table, except 
when the material is offered or in-
tended for transportation by air; or 

(2) Identified by the letter ‘‘W’’ in 
column 1 of the § 172.101 table, except 
when the material is offered or in-
tended for transportation by water; or 

(3) An ORM–D, except when the ma-
terial is offered or intended for trans-
portation by air. 

[Amdt. 172–29A, 41 FR 40677, Sept. 20, 1976, as 
amended by Amdt. 172–58, 45 FR 34697, May 
22, 1980; Amdt. 172–74, 47 FR 43065, Sept. 30, 
1982; Amdt. 172–112, 53 FR 17160, May 13, 1988; 
Amdt. 172–127, 57 FR 52938, Nov. 5, 1992]

§ 172.201 Preparation and retention of 
shipping papers. 

(a) Contents. When a description of 
hazardous material is required to be in-
cluded on a shipping paper, that de-

scription must conform to the fol-
lowing requirements: 

(1) When a hazardous material and a 
material not subject to the require-
ments of this subchapter are described 
on the same shipping paper, the haz-
ardous material description entries re-
quired by § 172.202 and those additional 
entries that may be required by 
§ 172.203: 

(i) Must be entered first, or 
(ii) Must be entered in a color that 

clearly contrasts with any description 
on the shipping paper of a material not 
subject to the requirements of this sub-
chapter, except that a description on a 
reproduction of a shipping paper may 
be highlighted, rather than printed, in 
a contrasting color (the provisions of 
this paragraph apply only to the basic 
description required by § 172.202(a)(1), 
(2), (3), and (4)), or 

(iii) Must be identified by the entry 
of an ‘‘X’’ placed before the proper 
shipping name in a column captioned 
‘‘HM.’’ (The ‘‘X’’ may be replaced by 
‘‘RQ,’’ if appropriate.) 

(2) The required shipping description 
on a shipping paper and all copies 
thereof used for transportation pur-
poses, must be legible and printed 
(manually or mechanically) in English. 

(3) Unless it is specifically authorized 
or required in this subchapter, the re-
quired shipping description may not 
contain any code or abbreviation. 

(4) A shipping paper may contain ad-
ditional information concerning the 
material provided the information is 
not inconsistent with the required de-
scription. Unless otherwise permitted 
or required by this subpart, additional 
information must be placed after the 
basic description required by 
§ 172.202(a). 

(b) [Reserved] 
(c) Continuation page. A shipping 

paper may consist of more than one 
page, if each page is consecutively 
numbered and the first page bears a no-
tation specifying the total number of 
pages included in the shipping paper. 
For example, ‘‘Page 1 of 4 pages.’’

(d) Emergency response telephone num-
ber. Except as provided in § 172.604(c), a 
shipping paper must contain an emer-
gency response telephone number, as 
prescribed in subpart G of this part.
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(e) Each person who provides the 
shipping paper must retain a copy of 
the shipping paper required by 
§ 172.200(a), or an electronic image 
thereof, that is accessible at or 
through its principal place of business 
and must make the shipping paper im-
mediately available, upon request, to 
an authorized official of a Federal, 
State, or local government agency at 
reasonable times and locations. For a 
hazardous waste, the shipping paper 
copy must be retained for three years 
after the material is accepted by the 
initial carrier. For all other hazardous 
materials, the shipping paper copy 
must be retained for 375 days after the 
material is accepted by the initial car-
rier. Each shipping paper copy must in-
clude the date of acceptance by the ini-
tial carrier, except that, for rail ship-
ments, the date on the shipment way-
bill or bill of lading may be used in 
place of the date of acceptance by the 
initial carrier. A motor carrier (as de-
fined in § 390.5 of Subchapter B of Chap-
ter III of Subtitle B) that uses a ship-
ping paper without change for multiple 
shipments of a single hazardous mate-
rial (i.e., one having the same shipping 
name and identification number) may 
retain a single copy of the shipping 
paper, instead of a copy for each ship-
ment made, if the carrier also retains a 
record of each shipment made, to in-
clude shipping name, identification 
number, quantity transported, and 
date of shipment. 

[Amdt. 172–29A, 41 FR 40677, Sept. 20, 1976, as 
amended by Amdt. 172–29B, 41 FR 57067, Dec. 
30, 1976; Amdt. 172–58, 45 FR 34697, May 22, 
1980; Amdt. 172–58, 45 FR 74664, Nov. 10, 1980; 
Amdt. 172–90, 49 FR 10510, Mar. 20, 1984; 
Amdt. 172–116, 54 FR 27144, June 27, 1989; 
Amdt. 172–123, 55 FR 52589, Dec. 21, 1990; 
Amdt. 172–147, 61 FR 18932, Apr. 29, 1996; 
Amdt. 172–149, 61 FR 27172, May 30, 1996; 65 
FR 50459, Aug. 18, 2000; 67 FR 46127, July 12, 
2002]

§ 172.202 Description of hazardous ma-
terial on shipping papers. 

(a) The shipping description of a haz-
ardous material on the shipping paper 
must include: 

(1) The proper shipping name pre-
scribed for the material in column 2 of 
the § 172.101 table; 

(2) The hazard class or division pre-
scribed for the material as shown in 

column 3 of the § 172.101 table (class 
names or subsidiary hazard class or di-
vision number may be entered fol-
lowing the numerical hazard class, or 
following the basic description). The 
hazard class need not be included for 
the entry ‘‘Combustible liquid, n.o.s.’’; 

(3) The identification number pre-
scribed for the material as shown in 
column 4 of the § 172.101 table; 

(4) The packing group in Roman nu-
merals, as designated for the hazardous 
material in Column 5 of the § 172.101 
Table. Class 1 (explosives) materials, 
self-reactive substances, organic perox-
ides and entries that are not assigned a 
packing group are excepted from this 
requirement. The packing group may 
be preceded by the letters ‘‘PG’’ (for 
example, ‘‘PG II’’); and 

(5) Except for empty packagings (see 
§ 173.29 of this subchapter), cylinders 
for Class 2 (compressed gases) mate-
rials, and bulk packagings, the total 
quantity (by net or gross mass, capac-
ity, or as otherwise appropriate), in-
cluding the unit of measurement, of 
the hazardous material covered by the 
description (e.g., ‘‘800 lbs’’, ‘‘55 gal.’’, 
‘‘3629 kg’’, or ‘‘208 L’’). For cylinders 
for Class 2 (compressed gases) mate-
rials and bulk packagings, some indica-
tion of total quantity must be shown 
(e.g., ‘‘10 cylinders’’ or ‘‘1 cargo tank’’). 

(b) Except as provided in this sub-
part, the basic description specified in 
paragraphs (a) (1), (2), (3) and (4) of this 
section must be shown in sequence 
with no additional information inter-
spersed. For example: ‘‘Gasoline, 3, UN 
1203, PG II’’. 

(c) The total quantity of the material 
covered by one description must appear 
before or after, or both before and 
after, the description required and au-
thorized by this subpart. The type of 
packaging and destination marks may 
be entered in any appropriate manner 
before or after the basic description. 
Abbreviations may be used to express 
units of measurement and types of 
packagings. 

(d) Technical and chemical group 
names may be entered in parentheses 
between the proper shipping name and 
hazard class or following the basic de-
scription. An appropriate modifier, 
such as ‘‘contains’’ or ‘‘containing,’’ 
and/or the percentage of the technical
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